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Celebrating Drama
Across The Two Counties Trust
It gives me great pleasure to introduce you to first publication of our annual Drama TTCT newsletter.
Here you will find information about the numerous achievements and successes that have occurred across our family
of nine schools over the last academic year. Within each school we believe Drama plays an integral role in the
education and personal development of our students. It teaches teamwork, creativity, empathy and helps students
understand the world in which they inhabit. It encourages our young people to see things from different perspectives
and helps them to develop a range of transferable skills which will make them ready for future employment. As you
will see from each school’s write-up, our students have enjoyed access to a broad and engaging curriculum, varied
and exciting enrichment opportunities and have excelled in our extensive extra-curricular offerings.
After what can only be described as a turbulent twelve months in education, I am excited about what the future holds
for our drama departments over the next academic year. I can’t wait to watch the various productions, hear about the
engaging enrichment activities, and celebrate the academic achievements with all departments across the trust. I have
really enjoyed working alongside such enthusiastic and hard-working dramatists this year and I want to thank everyone
for their continued support.

Emily Roach

Champion of Drama
I am delighted that we now have a Trust wide drama newsletter. Many thanks to all the staff and students who have
made a contribution to it. Whilst we fully appreciate the benefits of an EBacc curriculum at TTCT, we never
underestimate the importance of the Arts. We know many students find a passion and interest in the Arts which
enables them to thrive across the curriculum. Our drama teams are working incredibly hard to ensure our students
are fully ready to make a positive contribution to the world we share. Thank you to all families, staff and students who
support productions and shows.

Wesley Davies

CEO

Ashfield School
Academic Achievement
After what has been a rather turbulent time for everyone
over the past couple of years, it was fantastic to return to
Ashfield in September with fewer restrictions and a more
‘normal’ year of education. And what a year it has been
for the Drama department! We would firstly like to say a
huge well done to all our students who have worked so
hard and recently sat their written exams; we are now all
eagerly awaiting the results days in the summer. We can’t
wait to see how well you’ve all done! Throughout the
year we have also been very proud of our GCSE, A-Level
and BTEC students who have created a range of original
performances which they should all be feeling very
proud of!
It has been extraordinary to see such carefully crafted devised work inspired by Frantic Assembly, John Godber,
Splendid Productions, Antonin Artaud, Alan Menken and even Steven Sondheim. We have also been treated to
a range of scripted performances too, from playwrights including Berkoff, Stafford, Stephens, Whittington,
Godber, Donoghue and Rådström. Our year thirteen BTEC Musical Theatre students decided to enter this year’s
national ‘Showstopper Award’ and received a ‘Highly Commended’ certification, which just proves how talented
and hardworking they have been as a cohort. Whilst examinable Drama plays a huge part in everyday life in our
department, our KS3 students have also shown their creativity, tenacity, and enthusiasm for the subject through
their involvement in various projects throughout the year which have included: Roald Dahl, Bugsy Malone, A
Monster Calls and Physical Comedy, to name just a few. Following the pandemic, there were concerns about how
young people might manage the transition back into full-time education. We are very pleased to say that our
students have shown incredible resilience and have worked very hard throughout the year. They have also been
guided by equally incredible staff who have always gone the extra mile for them, providing excellent academic
support and challenge. Best of luck to all students who are awaiting their examination results and break a leg to
all students who are excitedly waiting for their next performance project. We look forward to seeing what next
year will hold for everyone in the Ashfield Drama Department!

Enrichment
In addition to the comprehensive Drama curriculum that our students receive at Ashfield, we are very pleased that
this year students have had several unique opportunities to enhance their learning experience. During the autumn
term we invited ‘Stage-Ed’ into the department, to help prepare our GCSE students for their Blood Brothers written
paper. Mike, an ex-cast member and co-founder of the company worked practically with students for a whole
morning, to help bring the theory to life for them. Overall, the students found this to be a really useful workshop
and one which they also enjoyed. In the spring term we welcomed Splendid Productions into school. Kerry and
her team brought in their touring production of UBU, which our students not only enjoyed watching, but also had
the chance to workshop with the actors afterwards. They found the whole experience to be thought provoking,
highly entertaining and engaging. We were stunned in February when West-End star Rob Houchen agreed to
come into school to work with our BTEC Musical Theatre performers! Not only did they get the chance to have
their solo performances professionally critiqued, but he also performed with them in a full-scale rendition of the
famous quintet from West-Side Story. What an experience for everyone involved! Finally, we were thrilled when
Ashfield Alumni James Graham offered two of our A-Level students the opportunity to do some valuable work
experience on the set of his new Drama ‘Sherwood’. What an incredible opportunity for them, certainly a chance
to learn what goes into putting together a large-scale production and what they might need to do to eventually
work in a similar field. Thanks to James and the whole production team for making our students feel so welcomed
and involved in everything. We are certainly very proud in our department of the enrichment opportunities we
find or manufacture, in order that our students get the very best diet of Drama whilst they’re with us at Ashfield.

Extra-Curricular Success
This year has not only seen amazing academic
achievement and valuable enrichment in the Ashfield
Drama department, but our students have once
again decided to take advantage of the varied extracurricular opportunities that we have offered them
too! We have had huge numbers of KS3 students
attending our weekly Drama club, tackling projects
like ‘Theatrical Cluedo’ and ‘Scrooge’. Not only have
they found the club an enjoyable extension to what
they do in Drama lessons, but they have developed
new skills, worked with different people and even
had the chance to perform to members of the public.
We have organised a huge number of trips, taking
students to see professional performances of; The
Wedding (Gecko), SIX, A Chorus Line, The Curious
Incident of the Dog in the Night-time, The Play That
Goes Wrong and Blood Brothers. These trips have
given the students culturally enriching experiences
whilst also encouraging them to improve their own
performance work; aiming to emulate the standard
set by trained actors.
We also took students into MADD (Midlands Academy of
Dance and Drama) as an opportunity for them to see what
professional training might involve, if they wish to
continue pursuing a career in the professional industry
after leaving Ashfield. One of the highlights of the
Ashfield calendar has always been the whole school
production! We were therefore thrilled when we were
informed that we could put one on again this year. So,
after selling out for the whole performance week in just
less than an hour, in December we performed ‘Sister Act’
to hugely appreciative audiences. We would like to thank
all those involved and everyone who came to support us.
We are currently working on this year’s Arts-Fest which will
feature performance work from across all key stages; an
event which will celebrate the incredible performance
talent that we have here at Ashfield.

Finally, we were thrilled when Ashfield Alumni James
Graham offered two of our A-Level students the
opportunity to do some valuable work experience on the
set of his new Drama ‘Sherwood’. What an incredible
opportunity for them, certainly a chance to learn what
goes into putting together a large-scale production and
what they might need to do to eventually work in a similar
field.
Head of Drama: Mr B Sluman
Bryan.Sluman@ashfield.notts.sch.uk

Frederick Gent School
Academic Achievement
Getting back to the routines of school has been great
since our return from the pandemic. In Drama, we
have been focusing on the examination work of Y11
which has been a challenge because of the theatre
closures. The year group tackled these challenges
well and they relished getting back into the swing of
completing their Devising unit, whole text study and
monologues.
The Devising unit challenged many of them to
explore the world of the teenager, its particular
stresses and the impact of the Pandemic. Our
students work sensitively covered loneliness and
isolation, mental health, fears and the perennial
anxieties around examinations.
We used Digital Theatre to access productions and the group enjoyed the unusual production of Andrew
Bovell’s, ‘Things I know to be True’. The students particularly engaged with Frantic Assembly’s approach
to the play and were able to incorporate their style into their own practical examination work. The
production from the Lyric Theatre, Hammersmith was provoking both in style and content and our
students enjoyed its in-depth study.
We continued to refresh the work of other practitioners with this group of students particularly relishing
the work of Antonin Artaud and Bertolt Brecht. Once again, we were able to challenge students’ thinking
and audience understanding by exploring the creative, intellectual and political demands of the
practitioner!
Our studied text, Dennis Kelly’s ‘DNA’, confronted the cruelty of gang-life for teenagers and the KS4 group

Enrichment
& Extra-Curricular
Success
were able to add further
understanding through
additional interpretations of performance, influenced by
practitioner study.
With the theatres now open we are planning a return to both national and local theatres. We have plans
to visit both the Theatre Royal in Nottingham and The Royal Shakespeare Company in the new Autumn
Term.

Drama continues in KS3, with enrichment activities at the end of the school day; this has been taken up
with great energy by Year 7, who have been learning about basic stage craft, building their confidence
and the value of teamwork.
In conjunction with our Dance and Music department we are looking forward to exploring whole school
performance opportunities in the future with our rising stars from KS3!
Head of English: Mrs A. Bolton
Alison.Bolton@frederickgent.ttct.co.uk

Friesland School
We came back in September ready to embrace a new school year with fewer restrictions and we didn’t
waste time in returning to normal in Drama – a busy, but exciting department, both in and out of lessons!

Academic Achievement
Our GCSE and A Level students have worked so hard this year
and have recently sat their written exams, we can’t wait to see
how well everyone has done!
Our exam groups have been able to share their work with their
friends and family throughout the year, with performance
evenings either just before or part of their practical exams. Year
11 students have shared both their devised and scripted exam
work, Year 10 students have performed extracts from Blood
Brothers to their friends and family, Year 13 students have
shared their devised performances influenced by the
practitioners Kneehigh and Frantic Assembly. Also sharing their
scripted exam performances of Punk Rock and Things I Know
To Be True with the public. Year 12 have had evenings
showcasing their work on the practitioners and writers, Steven
Berkoff, Samuel Beckett, Simon Stone and Bertolt Brecht. As
well as performance evenings showcasing extracts from two of
their set texts, Necessary Targets and Oh What A Lovely War.
For the first time this year we made links with Nottingham Trent University School of Art and Design and
were able to collaborate with a student who was in her final year on the BA Theatre Design degree course
who worked alongside our Y13 students to design and make the set for their scripted exam
performances. This collaboration will continue in the future.
We’ve also had fantastic success with LAMDA this year. Two cohorts have taken exams – students in Year 8
entered Grade 3 Acting and our Year 9 GCSE Drama students sat their Grade 4 Acting exams just a couple
months ago. These exams require a lot of input and independence from the students, and this makes the
results so much more rewarding. We’ve had some fantastic results, with everyone passing with flying
colours! Among our Year 9 students they received more distinction grades than any LAMDA cohort have
received at Friesland, well done to all involved.

Enrichment
Our students have been very lucky to participate in workshops this year. West End actor Tom Hopcroft
came in to deliver a workshop on the play he was currently in, A Comedy About A Bank Robbery with our
A Level students. We also welcomed Frantic Assembly back to our theatre to run a workshop with our
oldest students based on Bryony Lavery’s play, Stockholm.
Following a theatre visit to see Pink Mist, we welcomed the director Max Bromley who spent time with our
students discussing his concept for the production, the rehearsal process and his design intentions.
Our students have also benefitted from a new link we formed this year with Nottingham Trent University.
Performing & Expressive Arts students were able to take part in a careers talk with course leader Helen
Davies, exploring pathways and courses available to go into design for stage or screen.

Enrichment continued
It has been so fantastic to be able to return to the theatre this year – watching live performances on
a screen just isn’t the same! Students in Years 9-13 have seen a wide variety of productions this year,
kicking off with Blood Brothers back in September. Other productions we’ve been to see this year
include The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time, DNA, Kneehigh’s stunning version of
Wuthering Heights, Oh What A Lovely War, Gecko’s Missing, Pink Mist and Pool No Water. We also
ran a couple of ‘in house’ theatre visits this year, welcoming students into our theatre to watch
streamed performances of the National Theatre’s Small Island, Wonder.land, One Man Two Guvnors
and Gecko’s The Wedding.

Extra-Curricular Success
There has barely been a quiet evening since we
returned in September for our students! Our Year 7
and 8 drama clubs returned, each producing a
number of fantastic pieces which featured in our
Charity Concert in March alongside performances
from our older students, raising £850 for The MS
Society.
We were also able to resume our Performing Arts trip
to London back in March! On this occasion it was a
day trip rather than our usual 2 day residential, due
to restrictions at the time, but our students had a
fantastic time! We left Friesland early arriving first at
the National Theatre for a backstage tour, including
seeing the set of their production Small Island in the
Olivier Theatre. They were then treated to the
amazing production of Wicked at the Apollo Victoria
Theatre in some of the best seats in the house! There
was much discussion on the epic set and singing of
the songs on the coach back home – returning in the
early hours of Saturday morning didn’t dampen any
spirits! We are busy planning our next trip, returning
to 2 day residential, due to take place in November.

The autumn term was dominated by rehearsals for our first school show in two years – A Monster
Calls. Our fantastic cast worked so hard in bringing this powerful and moving script to life, performing
to 3 nights of sell out audiences. This term has been no quieter, with our students working hard on
our second school show of the academic year, High School Musical. We are just one week away now
from opening night, the set is starting to come together and our cast of over 70 students can’t wait
to perform to their friends, family and our feeder primary schools in a special matinee performance.
Head of Performing Arts: Mrs K Maclaughlin
K.Maclaughlin@friesland.ttct.co.uk

Heritage High School
Academic Achievement
We found that when students returned to full-time education after the pandemic, they were lacking
confidence and were reluctant to perform in drama, so we have focused on raising aspirations and
enjoyment to demonstrate practical performances. Student engagement during practical activities has
really developed throughout the year, using a ‘carousel’ system, where each group performs one at a time
from their starting position which enables the teacher to view each group. This has given the students the
ability to demonstrate their skills and techniques confidently. Over time we have seen their passion and
enjoyment grow again; for all students to want to showcase their performance work on stage to their peers,
to then be able to reflect and make successful improvements. We have also taken time to use a ‘spotlight’
effect to highlight group work during the creativity process, this has enabled students to increase their
own abilities and that of others.
We would like to say a massive well done to all students that have recently completed their GCSE BTEC
Performing Arts (Acting) course, from years 10 and 11. We have been impressed with the professionalism
shown towards final devised performances and written controlled assessments. It has been fantastic to see
the range of practical demonstrations in response to a set brief. This included a variation of practitioner
influences, ranging from Splendid Productions, Bertolt Brecht, John Godber to Katie Mitchell with the
application of Multimedia. Performers and technical students have worked extremely hard to deliver
original performances, with one group linking their piece to the PSHE curriculum to increase awareness of
topical, national issues linked to sexual harassment. This academic year has seen many disruptions to
learning, that has impacted greatly on practical work and rehearsals, but it has been great to see how
resilient students have been and their willingness to give extra time to catch-up. There have been many
successes for our KS4 students, this has also been shown at KS3 as they have accessed many new schemes
of work with enthusiasm and passion, we have seen an increase with all students’ involvement and drive to
succeed with a range of topics which have included: Darkwood Manor, Frankenstein, Blood Brothers,
Theatre in Education, Physical Theatre and many more.
The Drama Department at Heritage High School is growing, we now have three drama teachers. This has
meant that we have been able to share expertise to provide a challenging and engaging curriculum for all
to enjoy and achieve. We look forward to seeing what next year brings for everyone.

Enrichment
Over the last year we have celebrated creating a
performance culture at Heritage. We have been able
to ignite the passions of our students within the arts.
We have also offered schools trips to see Splendid
Production theatre company through connections
made with Ashfield. Our students were extremely
excited to be given the chance to watch Splendid but
to also be given the opportunity to take part with a
question-and-answer session led by Kerry Frampton.
There have been many drama clubs that have
encouraged KS3 students to develop a greater
interest in drama, these have included a year 7 drama
club that explored the application of Physical Theatre
using twisted fairy tales, a year 8/9 drama club to
support students going into KS4 and the end of year
musical production of Oliver Jr, that has brought staff
and students together again across the school to
work as a team for our summer show.

Extra-Curricular Success
The show has been coming on strength to strength. The cast are preparing for opening night and inviting
the local primary schools to see the dress rehearsal. Heritage students are taking the lead, from
suggesting many ideas for direction during rehearsals, to working backstage being involved with
technical and design elements. Students have volunteered to support with hair and make-up, including
costume design. The year 11 prefects have volunteered to support the running of front of house. As a
school, we have advertised the upcoming production and we’ve had a great response from the local
community, with many tickets already sold. We are all excited for opening night!
Head of Drama: Mrs J Warne
JPalmer@heritage.derbyshire.sch.uk

Manor Academy
Academic Achievement, Enrichment & Extra-Curricular Success
Throughout the academic year, Manor Academy students have been showcasing their skills
within the community at performance evenings and through extra-curricular activities. Since
being back from September, the Expressive Arts Faculty has run a Drama and Dance club for
all key stage students to attend. During these clubs, KS4 students have developed into mini
performing arts mentors who have had responsibility for running their own group and
producing theatre performances for event evenings.
The Expressive Arts Faculty invited staff, students and parents to a Performance Arts Evening
where our Y13’s performed their final exam piece. This was a proud moment for the faculty
as these Y13 students have been with us from the start in Y7. The atmosphere in the theatre
was amazing and it was brilliant for our students to be able to perform to a live audience.
They represented the school superbly.
Not only that, but an ex-Manor Academy student, Emma Bouch came back to the school and
created a fantastic Performing Arts workshop for our KS3 students to participate in. The
workshop consisted of Dance and Drama. Emma led several activities throughout, focusing
on both art forms and the performance produced by all students was excellent. The students
thoroughly enjoyed this opportunity and gained much experience and knowledge from this
workshop.
We’re excited to see where the Drama department will go next academic year.
2nd in Faculty – PE & Performing Arts: Ms R. Persico
Raff.Persico@manor.ttct.co.uk

Selston High School
Academic Achievement
With having to take a pause due to the pandemic, it has
been great to see the theatre doors open and students
excited to get back performing.
Through our KS3 curriculum, the students have
explored the world of theatre from learning how to be
set designers and making their own model boxes,
creating theatre pieces based on the famous board
game, Cluedo, to retuning to the Elizabethan times and
writing a Shakespearean script. Our current Year 11
groups have adapted to change well, and we are very
proud of their resilience. A highlight from the year was
their devised performances that captured the audience
through their gripping and tense storylines.
Taking from this lead, our current Year 10s are
preparing for their devised pieces and showcasing
their talents from a piece based on Britney Spears’
conservatorship to women’s rights. The Year 9s have
begun their GCSE journey by developing key skills
through a variety of practitioner workshops. During the
spring term, the group experienced their first field trip
to The Curve Theatre in Leicester to watch, ‘The Play
that Goes Wrong’ and have performed key scenes and
monologues from the play.

Enrichment

This academic year we have relaunched our SHS
Drama Club, and we have begun to look at how to
put on a show, learning about the process from
auditioning to dress rehearsals. We have now cast for
our upcoming musical, ‘Beauty and the Beast’, which
will be performed in winter 2022.
Alongside this, we have a group of stage crew who
have been working with Mr Wright to learn the
different roles within a theatre. The students now
have chosen a specialism and for the next academic
year, will support the school through a variety of
events and shows.

Extra-Curricular
With theatres reopening, we have been able to take groups of students to see a range of
shows to deepen their knowledge and understanding for GCSE Drama. The Year 10s were
inspired by the style and genre of ‘The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night Time’ and the
Year 11s were mesmerised when watching the final scenes of ‘Blood Brothers’.
During the autumn term, we have organised a number of workshops for all students to
enhance their skills with the support of external experts.
As a department, we are excited to see what the future holds.
Subject Leader for Performance in Drama & Music: Mrs A. Pickering
Alexandra.Pickering@selston.ttct.co.uk

Springwell Community
College
Academic Achievement
After the last couple of years, it has been absolutely
fabulous to be back doing what we do best in
Drama – performing! It has been wonderful for the
Y8’s to finally get working in the Drama studio,
along with welcoming the Y7’s to Springwell and
getting to know one another.
Some of the topics studied across KS3 this year
have included: Silent Movies, (including research
into Charlie Chaplin) stage fighting, and a scripted
unit at the end of the year - The Wind in the Willows.
The students have had the challenge in playing
anthropomorphised animals.
All students have put in hard work, and I couldn’t be prouder of them, as (for many) it is the first time
they have had to perform on stage. They have developed confidence and shown resilience following
the pandemic and have made incredible progress since September.
Y9 have studied Physical Theatre, using Frantic Assembly for inspiration, along with studying the
popular ‘Everybody’s Talking About Jamie’ playscript. We also performed extracts from ‘A Monster
Calls’ and ‘Listen to Your Parents’ by Benjamin Zephaniah. Students focussed on their use of
proxemics and vocals during this unit. Over the last term the students worked incredibly hard to put
on a comedy performance which they had devised themselves. This consisted of multiple comedy
sketches, consisting of two or more characters. Students had to include at least one comedy
grotesque character in each sketch, and they had to be very over exaggerated.
Moving on to KS4, I am more than thrilled with the students. Y10 have been working their socks off
this year to devise their own work. They have researched a variety of theatre practitioners such as
Stanislavski and Brecht, looking at a variety of stimuli and created some inspiring work in groups,
alongside writing up devising logs to document the whole process.
We recently waved farewell to the Y11 students who have worked incredibly hard over the past year
to prepare for their scripted performance, written exam and finish off their devised pieces for GCSE.
A lot of students attended after college revision sessions to rehearse/improve their work and I look
forward to greeting the students on results day as I am confident that their hard work will have paid
off.

Enrichment & Extra-Curricular Success
We have run a Drama club and a Musical Theatre Club across the year at KS3. Students have really
enjoyed this time to spend extra time out of lessons for keep perfecting their skills. They have also had
a lot of ownership on their work which has been created, which has been a brilliant challenge. These
clubs are new this year and have succeeded, so I look forward to continuing this into the next academic
year!
Finally, we have been able to walk through the magic that is live theatre and have experienced some
fantastic work across the year. Some of the KS4 Drama students went to an Arts trip, which consisted
of watching The Woman in Black and Wicked. Students loved both, many couldn’t pick a favourite as
they are both very different but wonderfully brilliant. This was our first residential in a couple of years
and students were impeccably behaved and created some wonderful memories.
We also went to the Manchester Palace Theatre with Y11 and took all students to see Blood Brothers.
This helped them see the play that they had studied for their exam come to life and it was wonderful
to see the students faces experiencing this for the first time. Lastly, we went to Sheffield’s Lyceum to
watch Everybody’s Talking About Jamie in the Easter Holidays which had the students in stitches.
I look forward to seeing what the next academic year holds for Springwell as this year has been a huge
success.
Teacher of Drama: Miss K Owen
Kourtney.Owen@springwell.ttct.co.uk

Swanwick Hall School
Academic Achievement
Swanwick Drama department have enjoyed returning to the Drama studio after a sustained period of
absence due to the construction of the Centenary block. We are now back where we belong and are
enjoying the delights of Shakespeare, bringing to life the characters of both ‘The Tempest’ and ‘Romeo
and Juliet’. Prior to this, Key stage 3 students enjoyed exploring the stock characters of Commedia
Dell ‘Arte, developing a whole range of routines. They also investigated ‘Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde’ and
how the physical demands of the transformations are communicated.
The Year 11 Performing Arts students performed their devised pieces in their examination showcase.
The evening began with a monologue from a ghost at Codnor castle who had witnessed the Pentrich
revolutionaries, the student performing was able to physically and vocally transform himself into each
of the distinct ring leaders. The first group piece then followed, focusing on encouraging younger
pupils to read more, the devised piece brought alive a number of story book characters who then
refused to re-enter the story ensuring plenty of chaos occurred. The final piece was set in the eighties
and explored the corruption in the media industry focusing on bribery and coercion.

Enrichment & Extra-Curricular Success
48 students enjoyed a visit to Derby Theatre in April to watch a performance of ‘The Rise and Fall of
Little Voice’. It was a fantastic evening and all the students thoroughly enjoyed Jim Cartwright’s musical
play. A number of students have been inspired to extend their performance opportunities and we are
looking forward to one of our students taking on the role of Miss Trunchbull in the Autumn production
of Matilda Jr.
SHSPerform! Students are preparing a performance of ‘Pylon’, based on the events within the play ‘The
terrible fate of Humpty Dumpty’. It will be performed at Swanwick Hall on 12 th,13th and 14th July. We
have some very talented students, and we are all looking forward to sharing their hard work with
everyone. Free tickets are available, with an after-show donation.
Head of Drama: Mr M Picker
Martin.Picker@swanwickhall.ttct.co.uk

Wilsthorpe School
The Drama Department at Wilsthorpe School have had a busy academic year which has
included multiple trips, performances and even a fire breathing dragon!

Academic Achievement:
Our exam groups in key stage four and five have
worked incredibly hard this year and we are very
proud of all of their enthusiasm and commitment
towards the subject. Our Year 10 students performed
their scripted version of ‘The Beauty Manifesto’ by
Nell Leyshon using choral movement and speaking
effectively to educate their audience on the
importance of “loving yourself on the inside and out”.
Year 11 have worked very hard to devise and present
a piece of work based on the stimulus ‘from image to
action’ taking inspiration from a piece of existing
artwork. This performance was complimented by a
portfolio of work which explored venue options,
practitioner influences, budgeting for their
performance and the developmental process of their
idea. Our Year 13 devised performances based on
unequal opportunities within the British education
system taking influence from the verbatim theatre
company, The Paper Birds. Year 13 then explored
and performed two scripted extracts ‘The Pillowman’
by Martin McDonaugh taking influence from the
theatre practitioner Konstantin Stanislavski and ‘The
Accidental Death of an Anarchist’ by Dario Fo
influenced by Steven Berkoff. We have been so
proud of what these students have achieved this year
and wish them the best of luck for their future careers.
We have also been blown away by the dedication and engagement of our key stage three students
who continue to work hard in every lesson. This year we have introduced our ‘Drama star of the month’
where we reward one person who has gone above and beyond within our subject with a drama
badge to display on their blazer. This is always such a challenging job for us to select only one person
per month due to the sheer number of students who excel within the subject.
Some of the topics studied across key stage three have included: Darkwood Manor, Puppetry,
Technical Theatre, Matilda the Musical, Physical Theatre, Improvisation, Blood Brothers, Commedia
Del’Arte, Roles & Responsibilities in the theatre, Practitioners of theatre, ‘DNA’, Devising from a factual
stimulus and Acting for TV. All of these schemes have stretched and challenged our students to
develop their acting skills and knowledge in a variety of styles and genres.

Enrichment
We have had the pleasure of inviting an ex Wilsthorpe student who now attends Mountview Drama
School to host a Q&A session with our year 11 students explaining the requirements of getting
accepted into drama school and sharing his experience so far. The Paper Birds Theatre Company
also offered us a series of workshops focusing on devising original performance material for our
Year 13.
To support our curriculum delivery, we took students on a variety of theatre trips to watch, ‘The
Lion, The Witch and the Wardrobe’, ‘The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time’, ‘Private
Peaceful’, ‘Pool, No Water’ and ‘Billy Elliot the Musical’.
This year the Drama Department also introduced its Theatre Film Club where students have the
opportunity at lunch time once a week to watch live recordings of stage shows whilst eating their
lunch.

Extra-Curricular Success
In December 2021 the drama club devised an original ‘whodunnit’ performance called ‘Who
Kidnapped Santa?’ for the annual Christmas showcase.
After a very busy couple of months rehearsing, creating props and making costumes; the whole
school musical production of ‘Shrek the Musical’ in March 2022 was a complete success with the
audience praising the professional standard of the show and the talent of the pupils involved.
Wilsthorpe hosted its first ever Dance production titled ‘Dance Fusion’ in June 2022 which saw
the students choreographing and performing in a variety of different styles.
To finish off the year, the drama club performed in Roald Dahl’s ‘The Witches’. The audience were
kept on their toes throughout with one audience member stating that this unique performance
was unlike anything they had seen before.
Looking ahead to next year we have some very exciting projects planned with our drama clubs
and are looking forward to starting rehearsals for our production of the musical ‘Guys and Dolls’.
Curriculum Area Lead for Creative & Performing Arts: Mr D Page
David.Page@wilsthorpe.ttct.co.uk

